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MEAT EXPORTS OF ARGENTINA 

Before the war Asgeiitina was far and away ahead of other 
nieat exporting countries. In  1913 her export mas double the 
amount of her nearest rival. During the war shipments contin- 
ued to  increase, but the United States onoe again took the lead. 
This was, of course, in response to the urgent demands of Europe, 
and it was met, in part at least, by the restricbions on domestic 
consumption. In a comparison of the meat exports of the United 
Sitates and Argentina it must, however, be borne in mind that 
three-quarters of the United States export is pork, a meat that 
scarcely figures as yet in the Argentine exports. The 1917 export 
of Argentina, 561,000 tons v a s  made up of beef (frozen, chilled 
and jerked), 70 per cent; muttoil, 7 per cent, and the remainder 
chiefly of derived meat products (Bulletin Parb-Arrzericart Union, 
September, 1919). 

To put the matter as briefly as possible, the dominance of 
Argentina in beef export lies in her grassy plains, her still sparse 
population and the iniprovemeiits relative to  the industry effected 
during the last twenty-five years. 

The United States has twice as many cattle as  Argentina, but 
an inferior number in proportion t o  population: where the latter 
has 430 head of cattle to  every 100 persons the United States has 
only 58. I n  the Pampa, the fertile plains occupying Bueiios Aires 
and parts of the adjacent provinces, Argentina has a great nat- 
ural grazing ground now improved by the introciuction of better 
grasses and the system of fenced pasturage. The introduction of 
alfalfa in particular has changed the grazing industry of the 
Pampa; it has “increased twenty times the pasturage capacity of 
the land.” Refrigerating and packing plants have been estab- 
lished and transportation facilities include the railroad net radiat- 
ing f an-like across the Pampa f rorn tho city of Buenos Aires. 

On the Pampa the growth of agriculture and of cattle raising 
has caused a decrease in the number of sheep, their place being 
largely taken by swine. This, however, is a shifting of the indus- 
try rather than a decline, for sheep are rapidly increasing in the 
southern territories of Argentina, where the sheep farmer is the 
pioneer of civilization. 
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